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Glossary 
Beth Din (plural, Batei Din): Court(s) of Jewish religious law.  (For a list of 
Orthodox Batei Din, please see p35 of Getting your Get at 
www.gettingyourget.co.uk).  
 
Get: Jewish divorce 
 
Halachically Jewish: A status that applies to any person whose ancestors on 
the maternal side were Jewish, as recognised by an Orthodox Beth Din o 
someone who has undergone a conversion to Orthodox Judaism. 
 
Mamzer (plural Mamzerim): A Jewish child whose status is religiously 
‘illegitimate’.  Such a person, together with any descendants, cannot marry 
in accordance with Orthodox Jewish law. A child will be a mamzer if they 
are born to a Jewish mother who married her Jewish husband, but who did 
not obtain a Get from him before she got pregnant with that child by another 
Jewish man – even if she obtained a civil divorce. 
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Note 
The useful comments of  
Eleanor Platt QC are gratefully 
acknowledged.  Crown copyright 
material is reproduced with the 
permission of the Controller of 
HMSO and the Queen’s Printer 
for Scotland. 
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